SECT. V.]        OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY,	195
sect. V.—Some other grand defects in the practical
system of the lv>lk of nominal Christians.
in the imperfect sketch which has been drawn of
the Religion of the bulk of nominal Christians,
their fundamental error respecting the essential
nature of Christianity has been discussed, and traced
into some of its many mischievous consequences.
Several of their particular misconceptions and al-
lowed defects have also been pointed out and illus-
trated. It may not be improper to close the survey
by noticing some others, for the existence of which
we may now appeal to almost every part of the pre-
ceding delineation.
In the first place, then, there appears through-
out,  both in the principles and allowed conduct-
of the bulk of nominal Christians, a most T   ,
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inadequate idea of the gwlt and evil of s^n. ideas lfthe
We every where find reason to remark, guilt and
that religion is suffered to dwindle away &>u °f^n-
into a mere matter of police.   Hence the guilt of
actions is estimated, not by the proportion in which,
according to Scripture, they are offensive to God,
but by that in which they are injurious to society.
tares, they were applied to the pernicious purposes 6f corrupting
the national taste, and of lowering the standard of manners and
morals. The tendency of his writings is to vitiate that purity of
mind, intended by Providence as the companion and preservative of
youthful virtue; and to produce4 if the expression may be permitted,
a morbid sensibility in the perception of indecency. An imagination
exercised in this discipline, is never clean, but seeks for and disco-
vers something indelicate in the most common phrases and actions
of ordinary life. If the general style of writing and conversation
were to be formed on that model, to which Sterne used his ut-
most endeavours to conciliate the minds of men, there is no estima-
ting the effects which would soon be produced on the manners and
morals of the age.
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